Comparison of 23andMe and deCODEme 

Ancestry Admixture Graphs

Ann Turner

DNACousins@aol.com
March 28, 2007
 

Both companies compare a person’s SNPs with 3 HapMap populations (European,

African, and Asian) and highlight chromosomal segments with color codes to give

a visual impression of ancestry. 

Brian Smolenyak has been tested by both companies, so results can be compared side 

by side. 23andMe appears to paint in broader strokes and limit the number of 

colors for each segment to two (one for each parent). The graphs from deCODEme

show more segments with mixed ancestry, sometimes with three colors. 23andMe

thus appears to be more conservative about what might constitute “signal” vs “noise.”

Most of the segments where Brian shows some Asian ancestry also crop up in the 

deCODEme graphs. The only discordant spot is on chromosome 17, where 23andMe

shows Asian ancestry from both parents and deCODEme shows nothing.
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